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Rochester Hires New Teachers
The Rochester Area School District hired
four new teachers to support new programs and
replace those who moved on to new positions. Pictured to the right, from left to right, are Hailee LaValle, Kara Best, Denver Altieri and Jill Kushner.
After receiving a Bachelors degree from
Westminster College, Mrs. Altieri worked as an
elementary special education teacher in Michigan.
Certified to teach both elementary education and special education, Mrs. Altieri will
join our special education staff.
Kara Retzer Best is a proud graduate of Rochester High School and Geneva College. While studying at Geneva, Mrs. Best earned her Bachelor of Science
degree in Elementary Education and a Master of Education degree as a Reading Specialist. Mrs. Best joins us after spending the last several years teaching at Baden
Academy. Mrs. Best will join our third grade team!
Jill Kushner received a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of
Pittsburgh and began her career as an Associate Product Manager for Dick’s Sporting Goods Store Support Center. While serving as a training manager, she realized
her passion was really for teaching so she returned to school and received her Masters in Education, K-12 Business, Computer, and Information Technology certificate
through Bloomsburg University of Pittsburgh. Miss Kushner is our new Business,
Computer and Information Technology teacher.
Hailee LaValle also graduated from Rochester High School! Miss LaValle,
who is certified to teach elementary education and special education, attended Slippery Rock University. Miss LaValle has been working as a
substitute for the district and will now begin her career as
a kindergarten teacher.

Homecoming
On Friday, October 5, 2019, our Fighting Rams will
take on Sto Rox. During half-time, the 2018 Homecoming
Queen, Miss Nicole Vreen, will crown the 2019 queen.
Come join us at 7:30 p.m. for a fun night of football and
reminiscing! Season tickets are on sale in the Business Office for $20 or you may
purchase your ticket at the gate prior to the game.
Once a ram, always a ram! #rochypride
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Important Upcoming
Events!
 October 5, Homecoming,
Varsity Football game,
7:30 p.m.
 October 8, In-Service, No
School for Students
 October 11, School-wide
Safety Drill
 October 12, Senior
Night, Varsity Football
game, 7:30 p.m.
 October 26, Parent/
Teacher Conferences
(Elementary children, K-5,
No school)
 October 29, 5:00 p.m. —
7:00 p.m., FAFSA Night
 November 22-26,
Thanksgiving Break
 December 2, Community
Carol & Light-Up Night,
2:30 p.m.—6:00 p.m.
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Supporting the Arts
This past summer, twenty-eight area high school students participated in an exciting summer music academy at
Rochester High School. Rochester High School and the Beaver Valley Choral Society collaborated on a six-day
summer choral and instrumental academy. Students were engaged in rehearsals, classes and related activities in
the week-long intensive study and performance academy.
Over ninety percent of the students who applied were awarded a scholarship! SPONSOR information!
The academy, which was held during the week of June 18, was for high school students with musical proficiency.
To be accepted into the academy, students had to be recommended by their teacher or director. The academy
classes included Careers in Music Education and Performance, Careers in the Music Industry, Drum Circle, Music Therapy, Jazz Band, Choir, Preparation for College Audition, Music Theory, Musicianship, Conducting, Piano,
Voice Master Class and many more!
Our esteemed faculty included Dr. Tim Winfield, professor at Westminster College, Mrs. Sharon Burchill,
teacher at Aquinas Academy and Associate Director of the Choral Society, Joe Augustine, Jazz Piano Recording
Artist, and many more. The students in the academy were honored to work alongside the late Gabriel Abruzzio.
Saturday morning was marked with a College Fair where students and their parents were able to speak with
college admissions officers from Carnegie Mellon University, Duquesne University, Geneva College, Grove City
College, and Westminster College. Our academy concluded with a free concert for the community.
We are looking forward to next year’s academy, which is scheduled for June 17-22, 2019. Please see our district
website as we will provide more information in the upcoming months!
Mark your calendars for next summer’s Choral & Instrumental Academy!
June 17—22, 2019
Free Performance open to the Community
Saturday, June 22, 2019
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Serve Our Schools Volunteer Event
On
Saturday, August 11, 2018,
almost eighty
volunteers
from Rochester
and our surrounding communities joined
together to put
some last minute finishing touches on our
building and campus! Volunteers
painted, mulched, cleaned and
most importantly enjoyed each
other’s company! The event,
Serve Our Schools, was a collaborative project of our area
churches who wanted to give

back to the
local school
districts.
Similar events
were held in
New Brighton
and Beaver
Falls.

MOCK DRILLS
HELP US TO:

The volunteers from
all three school districts joined
together for a picnic lunch, sponsored by The Nutrition Group,
at Rochester Elementary.

 Identify planning
gaps.
 Revise school
operation plans
for enhanced
coordination.

Safety Drill
School districts are
now required to conduct annual
safety drills to prepare students
for how to respond to an emergency situation such as an intruder, an act of terrorism, or other
violent crime.
The RASD has been
working with BC Emergency
Services, Rochester Township
police and Rochester Borough
Police to practice safety drills
with our staff and to establish

appropriate protocols.
On Thursday, October
11, we will practice our safety
drills with our students and staff
together.

 Increase
emergency
preparedness of
staff members.

As these drills can be
frightening, we ask that parents
and guardians speak with their
children and discuss their fears
and concerns. Please do not
hesitate to contact our guidance
counselors with concerns you
may have.

 Evaluate
readiness of all
safety
arrangements.

NEW ELA Curriculum
The RASD is implementing a new English Language
Arts curriculum from kindergarten through twelfth grade!
Our students in
grades K, 1, and 2 will be using
the Superkids Reading Program.
Superkids exposes children to
decodable text until students
master the alphabetic code and
ensures developmental fluency
and comprehension. Students
work to have a firm foundation
for reading uncontrolled text. In
addition, the program is integrat-

ed and shows the relationship
between reading and writing and
between speaking and listening.
Our children in grades
three through five are using
Benchmark Advance. This program incorporates rigorous,
integrated reading, writing,
speaking and listening instruction
and enables students to master
reading and comprehension.
StudySync, which is
being used in grades six through
twelve, is a cross-curricular,

core literacy online program that
provides access to hundreds of
texts, video and multimedia. The
engaging material provides opportunities for advance reading,
writing, critical thinking speaking
and listening skills to prepare
students for college and careers.
All three programs
incorporate online components
for students, parents and teachers.
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College in the High School
Did you know that
RHS students can graduate with
college credits without ever
leaving the building? RHS offers a
variety of avenues for students
who are interested in obtaining
college credits while still in high
school. Students may take courses at the high school with our
teachers, students may participate in one of the Academies
offered by the Community College of Beaver County to obtain
college credits, or students may
travel to local colleges and take
courses with college professors.
RHS offers seven
college classes throughout the
school day. Currently, our students have the opportunity of
enrolling in the following college
in the high school courses:



Chemistry (University of
Pittsburgh),



Calculus (Community
College of Beaver County),



Honors English 12 (CCBC),





Aviation Academy



Health Academy



STEM Academy
(Engineering and Process
Technology)

Holocaust (Seton Hill University)



Criminal Justice Academy



Statistics & Probability
(Pitt),



Financial Accounting
(CCBC) and

Since 2014, over
eighty percent of the students
who have graduated from RHS
had participated in at least one
college course!



Entrepreneur Experience
(CCBC).
RHS also partners
with the Community College of
Beaver County to provide specialized opportunities and career
paths for our students. These
academies include:

