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Rochester Area High School 

The Graduation season has 
arrived for our seniors. May 

the seniors begin the new 
chapters of their lives! 

Congratulations!!!!! 

Rochester’s All “Greased” Up 
Staff Writer, Ashley Barbour 

Rochester High School performed the 
musical ’Grease’ on March 31st and April 
1st and 2nd. 
Practice 
started in late 
January. The 
main cast was 
Melanie Tame 
as Sandy, Rj 
(Robert) 
Perlick as 
Danny, Noah 
Haskins as 
Kenickie, Abby 
Martin as Jan, 
Jordan Pittman as Frenchy, Victoria Dean as 
Marty, and last but not least myself (Ashley 
Renée Barbour) as Betty Rizzo.  
This was the largest turnout for the musical 
they have seen in 20 years, with all nights 
having at least 100 people or more. As a 
member of the cast we received quite a few 
good reviews as we greeted the people who 
came at the end of each performance. In 
retrospect, the first night was definitely the 
best.  There were a bunch of things 
happening not only behind the scenes but on

stage that many might not have noticed 
the difference and I'm very thankful for 
everyone who helped out . The Tames 
were honored for their service to the 
musical productions on the last night of 
our performance. I speak not only for 
myself, but for the rest of the cast when I 
say thank you to all that came out to see 
it, it was much appreciated! 

“Beginning to End” A 
senior poem by a senior 

Layout Designer, Abi 
Hohman 

From an end there is a 
beginning. 
From the start to 
finish we move on to 
our next chapter. 
Each chapter has a 
young to old. 

We move at pace that 
makes our stories what they are. 
Continuing throughout our lives we 
continue to write more chapters. 
Seeing how we go into our old chapters 
after our young chapters are over. 
We graduate at our chapter 12 and head 



Volleyball Camp 
Staff writer, Nevaeh Williams 

Volleyball camp is coming up in the summer for 
grades 8-11. The cost is $170 per camper and a 5 
dollar credit from selling candles last year. I loved 
playing volleyball with my team. It's an all American 
volleyball camp. It starts August 1st and the 
location is in the Rochester High School gymnasium 
the time will be from 9 AM-11:30 AM and 12:30 PM - 

3 PM. Two will be 
chosen as the all 
American 
volleyball 
players. The 
coaches are so 
nice and they do 
really great with 
the players. 
There might be a 
lot of players 

going to the summer camp because a lot of girls 
want to get better at volleyball. I think it’s a great 
idea that there's a summer camp. And it’s at the 
school it’s not far away you can walk to it it’s a great 
idea. We practice dodgeball, ball tag, Greek 
dodgeball, knee tag, freeze tag. It is one of my 
favorite things to do in volleyball. And we practice 
our positions. We practiced serve, perfecting passes, 
learning to block, and dynamic position shifting. 
Improve your physical fitness. Training on power 
hits. Here are some volleyball rules: 6 players on a 
team, 3 on the front row 3 on the back row. 
Maximum of three hits per side. Players may not hit 
the ball twice in succession ( a block is not 
considered a hit) ; the ball may be played off the net 
during a volley and on serve. A ball hitting a 
boundary line is “in”. To win a game a team must 
score 25 points with a two point difference. Server 
must serve from behind the end line (dark green/
blue) until after contact.Ball may be served 
underhand or overhand.Ball must be clearly visible 
to opponents before serve.Served ball may graze the 
net and drop to the other side for a point. You can 
have an ace. What does it mean when a player 
serves the ball and the opposing team is unable to 
pass it.Failure to serve the ball over the net 
successfully. What are six T’s passing, setting, 
spiking, blocking, digging, and serving. What does 
kill mean in volleyball is awarded to a player any 
time an attack is unreturnable by the opposition and 
is a direct cause of the opponent not returning the 
ball, or any time the attack leads directly to a 
blocking error by the opposition. A kill leads directly 
to a point. 
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Rochy Rams Track & Field  
Staff Writer, Allie Spade 

In the past years, track was more popular than it is 
today. We still have a team to compete with and 
they work very hard. Hopefully next season's track 
will be more popular and we may have more people 
interested. I would like to recognize Kaitlin Richko 
and Noah Haskins for placing in the first 
invitational this season, in Beaver County. 
Everyone who competed in the invitational did 
great. We are grateful to have our coaches to help 
all of us learn. Coach Steve and Devan coach the 
runners and jumpers. Mr. Blackwell coaches javelin 
and Mrs. Melissa Zawislak coaches shot put and 
discus throwers. I asked Coach Steve what about 
track do you love that you chose to coach this sport. 
He said, “I love coaching Track & Field  because 
everyone gets to participate. Even if athletes are 
not placing at meets or getting on the podium at 
invitationals, they can always see their hard work 
pay off with a personal best. Seeing improvement 
from the start of the season to the end is always 
rewarding as a coach.” We are currently working on 
obtaining new equipment, a track, shot put and 
discus circle. It will be difficult to obtain these but 
within the next few years we should be able to have 

everything 
new again. 
I hope that 
we can 
have 
everything 
new very 
soon 
because I 
am most 
excited to 
represent 
the 

Rochester Rams. Most excitingly we will be able to 
host our own home meets. With the championship 
coming up our team is working really hard to 
support and place within the meets. The few that 
will compete at WPIALS are working harder than 
ever with as many people as we can have. The 
WPIALS track individual finals are at Slippery Rock 
University on Thursday, May 19th. The PIAA Track 
finals are in Shippensburg, PA, Friday, May 27th. I 
hope that this season a couple of track athletes will 
place in the championship to bring more 
importance to the sport of Track and Field.  
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Left to Right: Ms. Perelman, Abi Hohman, Aneyia Durham, 
Nevaeh Williams, Allie Spade, Ashley Barbour, & Abby Martin. 

THE ORACLE STAFF The Oracle 
Mission 

Statement 

The Oracle is a 
student run 

newspaper that 
writes to inform, 
to educate, to 

entertain, and to 
provide multiple 

viewpoints for our 
community and all 
Rochester High 
School students 

and staff.   

If you would like to 
submit an article 250 
words or less to be 
published in The 

Oracle, please email 
your submission with 

an original photograph 
to 

perelmanv@rasd.org 
with “The Oracle” in 

the subject line. 

Rochester’s Elementary Principal Dr. Amanda 
Cwynar Promoted to Assistant Superintendent  
Staff writer, Abigail Martin 

Dr. Cwynar grew up in Potter Township, located in the Central Valley 
School District (formerly Center School District). She says her grade 
school experience was very similar to Rochester in the sense that there 
was a tight knit community, and they 
were all like a family. Dr. Cwynar’s 
mother taught elementary school and 
she, along with Dr. Cwynar’s high 
school softball and basketball coaches, 
helped her in the decision to pursue 
education. Dr. Cwynar attended 
Geneva College with a major in 
Elementary Education and Special 
Education, as well as a minor in 
coaching. She participated in soccer 
and softball at Geneva. A fun fact 
about Dr. Cwynar; she completed her 
student teaching here at Rochester! 
Dr. Cwynar really enjoys working 
with all the kids and staff. She is excited to have the experience of 
working with all three buildings. Dr. Cwynar says that Rochester being 
such a tight knit community really helped out during the pandemic. She 
is really appreciative of all the staff for coming together and supporting 
each other in times of need. For this year’s seniors, Dr. Cwynar says to 
“Experience as much as possible.” When it comes to decisions about a 
new job or opportunity that you might be unsure about, she says to 
always give it a try, because you never know if you’ll like it. Dr. Cwynar 
has been a great leader in our school, and she will definitely shine in her 
new position. So, if you see her in the halls, don’t be afraid to stop her 
and say hello!  

mailto:perelmanv@rasd.org


Who is with me on this? 
Aenyia Durham, Staff Writer

According to the current news on the quality 
and quantity of school lunches, and as a student 
at Rochester, the topic of school lunches 
interested me because we have had many 
problems and debates about school food and how 
it changed before and after the pandemic.  I 
decided to create a survey and do some research 
on the topic. I did a survey for the students here 
and mainly everyone agreed that before the 
pandemic the food and choices were better than 
now also saying that now we have smaller 
portions of food that will not fill us up.  As a 
growing teenager, I know that I consume a lot of 
carbohydrates and need to burn such because of 
the amount of physical activity that I participate 
in, so I would benefit from having more than a 
few breaded chicken nuggets or a “slice of 
bread.”  When I looked up nationally what public 
schools 
participated 
in the 
National 
School 
Lunch 
Program, 
almost 95% 
participated 
according to 
the Food 
Research 
and Action 
Center.  Once 
you realize almost the entire country of public 
schools participates in this federal program you 
realize we are almost in the same boat.  We all 
order from the same suppliers and have to 
adhere to the same rules and regulations.  So 
how can we make things better?  Maybe we 
could adjust the quantity or create better 
recipes with what we have to work with?  
Overall, the problem persists and we are not 
getting enough calories as growing teenagers. 
Recently, Elon Musk the owner and CEO of Tesla 
bid 40 BILLION dollars to buy Twitter so he 
could have a singular voice on a social media 
platform - why can’t a billionaire help children 
and hunger issues instead?  It would make more 
sense to me?  Are you with me on this? 

School holds more value than you 
think 
Layout Designer, Abi Hohman 

Education can help you in a number of ways. It 
can help you to learn how to cope with life skills. 
It opens many different paths to different ways of 
knowing, which helps in problem-solving 
effectively through life’s problems, and teaches 
you about life in the real world. Education can 
prepare you for a job or a career. It helps provide 
you with meaningful choices. It can also expose 
you to things you would normally not be exposed 
to. You meet people from different walks of life, 
who have incredible stories to share, who can 
teach you things, or who can learn from you. 
Education is a wonderful thing. When it comes to 
subjects, I find most school subjects to be very 
uninteresting and not useful at all, and if you are 
not interested in what you are learning it can be 
hard to focus and be engaged, but school can also 
teach you to behave yourself and to think. If you 
learn something you think of learning in the 
future, it provides a base for your advanced 
study and subjects like math and physics teach 
you how to think and logically solve problems. 
The education that you get from the school will 
help throughout your life and it will be a blessing 
that you will have in your life. 

We will miss Mrs. Jen Milne 
Rest in Peace 

Love the Students and Staff at Rochester Area 
School District
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Finding a Passion 
Staff writer, Nevaeh Williams 

I am writing this article because I love to 
paint. When I was 7 I used to paint with my 
nanny. It was so fun I loved it. I used to go to 
her house and do it every Friday evening. 
And we used to take breaks and have snacks 
and baked my favorite cookies. And drink 
milk and her favorite drink was Pepsi with 
ice. I don’t remember what we painted but I 
know my nanny was so good at painting I 
think she made a painting of me once. It was 
so good. Sometimes I used to bring my friend 
Ayanna, she grew up with me. My nanny 
brought us to the park all the time it was 

down the hill 
from her 
house. It 
was so 
much fun 
and my 
pappy 
helped us 
hang in the 
house. I 
miss them 
everyday. 
When she 

passed I 
always painted no matter what. My nanny 
gave me skills to paint and I love her for that. 
I was so bad at painting and it gave me 
strength to build that and get better. I 
painted a lot of first Scribbles. And once I 
tried to paint my favorite character Moana. 
It was so bad but I tried to get better. I tried 
to paint my school. I did good, not bad to bad. 
It was awesome. I used a lot of pretty colors. I 
started to practice. I got my own painting 
stuff and canvases. And paints are really 
nice. I got all of it from Amazon. It was a good 
price for everything I got. I received over 40 
different colors in paint then I got 20 
different canvases.I also received pallets and 
brushes! I think in total I painted over a 
thousand paintings. I don’t have them all, 
only recent ones. But I miss painting with 
her all the time. You should try to do 
something that may spark a love for 
something you never knew that you would 
like! 

The Future of Roe Vs. Wade 
Staff writer, Ashley Barbour 

The 
Supreme 
Court had a 
leak in 
information 
on May 3, 
2022. This 
leak 
included a 
memo on 
overturning 
Roe v. Wade. In this article I’m going to cover 
what rights may be stripped away from not 
only people with a uterus but everyone in 
the country. Eighteen states have “trigger 
laws”, meaning that once Roe v. Wade is 
overturned abortions will be banned and 
criminalized out of twenty-six states that 
will completely outlaw abortions.  
These states are Alabama, Arizona, 
Arkansas, Idaho, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Oklahoma, 
Tennessee, Texas, Utah, West Virginia, 
Wisconsin, Wyoming, Georgia, Iowa, Ohio, 
and South Carolina. The eighteen in bold 
already have near-total abortion bans. 
58 percent of U.S. women, that’s about 40 
million, say they live in states that are 
hostile to abortion. Women of color will take 
on the brunt of heavier abortion restrictions 
because a majority of WOC live in poverty 
and would have a harder time getting an out 
of state abortion. Limiting access to abortion 
will cause a rise in not only single parents 
but sever economicical hardships for this 
mothers. It will also cause an increase in 
women developing serious health issues or 
in many cases cause death.  
The judicial system has been failing our 
country for as long as the settlers came 
across the Atlantic Ocean. From civil rights 
to letting people with uteruses choose what 
they want to do with their bodies.  



Hearts are Wild Prom 2022
Staff Writer, Abigail Martin 

This year, hearts are indeed wild! Grand March was back 
at Rochester High School. This is the first Grand March 
we have had in two years due to the pandemic. In 2020, 
prom was cancelled altogether, and last year’s march was 
cancelled due to the concern of possible prom 
cancellation. This year meant a lot to the seniors, since it 
was the only Grand March we got to participate in. 
There were some contrasting opinions about the event 
between students. Some were disappointed in the fact 
that the theme was not voted on, and it was just picked by 
teachers. Others were glad that it was held at 
Shakespeare’s in Ellwood City. Regardless of the positive 
and negative opinions, I am sure those who attended were happy that we 
could be together.  The food was awesome and everyone had a great time! 

Prom Court members Ashley Dolnack and Abigail Martin stand with their 
escorts, Logan Hill and Mark Shaffer respectively, after the Grand March. 

The winners were Prom Queen & King 
Keira Witt & Noah Haskins!!!! 
Princess & Prince 
Ashley Barbour & R.J. Perlick!!!!  Congrats to you all!!!! 


