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The 2018 Summer High 

School Student Choral & 

Instrumental Academy 

The Beaver Valley Choral Society is a 

landmark community, 

intergenerational, 

Christian faith-based, non-

denominational choral and orchestral 

arts music organization founded over 

ninety years ago in western 

Pennsylvania.  The historical success 

of the chorus reflects the ongoing 

commitment of its loyal membership 

which has dedicated unselfishly their 

time and talents over the decades.  

Today’s Beaver Valley Choral Society 

has more than 130 community 

volunteers in its membership 

resulting in the largest and most 

progressive choral and orchestral 

arts organization of its kind in 

western PA. 

Beaver Valley Choral SocietyBeaver Valley Choral Society  

Follow the BVCS on Facebook 

  June 18 - 23, 2018 

6 days of electrifying music-making and instruction 

“Partners in Performance” 

Joe Augustine, Jazz Clinician 
 

Joe Augustine has been performing and teaching 

Jazz piano nationally and abroad for 40 plus 

years. Classical training with Dolores Fitzer and 

extensive jazz and compositional training with 

Gene Rush coupled with study in New York with 

masters in the jazz field distinguishes Au-

gustine's work from other players. He is a master 

at creating meticulous, distinctive arrangements 

so that his listeners hear the music in exciting 

new ways. Whether playing classic standards or 

his own compositions, his inventive musical style 

has been described as accessible and engaging, 

lyrical and dynamic. Augustine’s performance 

credits include concerts, symphony performanc-

es, jazz clubs, benefits, receptions, openings and 

Steinway sponsored concerts and promotional 

events with his trio or solo. During his career, 

Augustine has received numerous honors, in-

cluding selection to the roster of Steinway artists. 

He has appeared in a variety of musical settings 

from jazz clubs to symphony halls and is featured 

as guest artist with the Youngstown Symphony 

for their first commercial recording…. Home for 

the Holidays.  

Gabe D’Abruzzo, Piano Accompanist 
 

Gabe D’Abruzzo has been the winner in numer-

ous local piano auditions and competitions includ-

ing the Duquesne Young Artist's Competition, 

the Musician's Club of Pittsburgh Competition, 

the Tuesday Musical Club Audition, and the Du-

quesne Women's Advisory Board Scholarship 

Competition for Duquesne University Seniors. Mr. 

D'Abruzzo  is currently Assistant Director at East 

Liberty Presbyterian Church, adjunct professor of 

piano at Saint Vincent College in Latrobe, PA, 

staff accompanist at the Duquesne University 

School of Music, current accompanist for the 

Bach Choir of Pittsburgh, accompanist for Fox 

Chapel and Moon Area High Schools and accom-

panist for Masterworks Chorale. Mr. D'Abruzzo is 

also a Steinway Artist.  

www.bvchoralsociety.net 



 

 

 

 

 

The 2018 Summer High 
School Student Choral & 
Instrumental Academy 

The Summer Choral & Instrumental 

Academy is designed for Students who 

are entering grade 9 through recent 

high school graduates; who may want 

to pursue a career in music; who want 

to sing or play beyond high school and 

through life; who are passionate about 

choral or instrumental music. 

The Summer Choral & Instrumental 

Academy will help students gain an ap-

preciation of the rehearsal process, 

learn how to sight-sing with confidence, 

and work directly with the area’s lead-

ing choral and instrumental educators. 

2018 Summer Choral & 

Instrumental Academy 

 

 Academy Curriculum 
 

Choral  Works:  
“Gloria” from Twelfth Mass - Mozart 

“Festival Sanctus” - Leavitt 

“Cantique” - Fauré 

 

Course Offerings 
 

 Chamber Ensemble 

 Jazz Clinics 

 Piano Masterclasses 

 Vocal Masterclasses 

 Introduction to Conducting 

 Preparation for College Audition 

 Mock Audition 

 Developing Church Music Program 

 Careers in Music Education and       

Performance 

 Careers in Music Beyond Educa-

tion or Performance 

To apply, ask your music teacher for an 

application or go to www.rasd.org and 

click on the Music Academy link. 

 

Scholarships to defray the cost of the 

Academy are available.   

 Academy Chorus Director 

  

Sharon R. Burchill 
  
Beaver County native Sharon R. Burchill is 

an active choral conductor, teacher and sing-

er, and is a third generation choral conductor. 

In addition to her duties as Conductor of the 

Treble Youth Chorale, She is also Associate 

Conductor of the Beaver Valley Choral Socie-

ty, working closely with her father, Artistic Di-

rector Ray Rotuna. Mrs. Burchill currently 

teaches choir at the Aquinas Academy High 

School and conducts the Novus Children’s 

Choir, both in the Pittsburgh area. She is also 

active in her church, St. John XXIIII Quasi-

Parish, where she sings in the Adult Schola 

Cantorum, and conducts the Pueri Cantorum 

(Children’s Choir) and the High School Scho-

la. Sharon holds both a B.S. in Music Educa-

tion and an M.M.Ed., both from Duquesne 

University. She has served on the music fac-

ulty at Duquesne University, Westminster col-

lege, Point Park University, North Catholic 

High School, Deer Lakes Middle and High 

Schools, and the Jewish Community Center. 

Sharon has been a cantor and choir member 

at St. Bernard Roman Catholic Church, 

Saints Simon and Jude Roman Catholic 

Church, and Assumption or the Blessed Vir-

gin Mary Roman Catholic Church. She has 

sung with the Junior Mendelssohn Choir of 

Pittsburgh, the Mendelssohn Choir of Pitts-

burgh, The Bach Choir of Pittsburgh (also 

serving as Associate Conductor for 3 sea-

sons), and the Pittsburgh Bach and Baroque 

Society.  


